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WILL TEACH AGRICULTURE IN THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

P80K CHARLESI SIRM US-
ACCQON
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By B E POWELL of the University-
of Illinois

shall the country boy and
be kept on the farm In

of the portentous aipc

with which men of
weight and wisdom ask this question
tho answer Is simple Interest them In
the teeming dramatic life of the farm
and it will be impossible to drive thorn
away

Professor Charles of the agricultural
department of the University of Illi-
nois thinks he sees the application In
one of his articles he has said Since
the attitude of the country girl or boy
toward the farm life Is largely deter
mined before his high school days the
Importance of reaching him early and
In the best way Is apparent Teaching
Is perhaps the most difficult of all the
arts but if the results of modern sci-
entific achievement can be placed be
fore the pupil while he still has the
enthusiasm the alertness and the spirit
of Inquiry of youth the future of our
agriculture Is assured

Note that last The future of our
agriculture Is assured No uncertain
statement the word

man who has seen his vision clearly
and has grasped its significance surely
In other words professor believes
that If the country girl can be brought
to see the solid fun there Is In

coaxing an unscientific old hen
to lay two eggs where she has been In
the habit of depositing one that girl
will not have brain room to harbor a
desire to thump the keys of a type
writer If the country boy can be
brought to exercise his martial spirit
upon a bellicose army of insect ma
rauders he will become so Interested in
the fight that ho will graduate from
college an insect expert Instead of a
football authority

Illinois Professors Idea
As a consequence of this belief Pro-

fessor Charles is planning a systematic
attack upon agricultural courses They
no longer are to be the property of the
colleges They are to be given to the
elementary schools as welL The most
scientific principles of agriculture are
to be adapted to the younger children
These principles are to be worked out
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before their eyes and with their own
hands whenever possible Plant and
animal life In its varying phases is to
be part of the school curriculum This
means the addition of gardens and
even zoos to the school equipment
neither one as expensive nor as dim
cult as might seem at first thought

With both of them Professor Charles
has experimented and the results have
been most satisfactory The work was
done while he was head of the scion
tiflc department of the Northern Illl
nols State Normal school located
Dekalb

It was found that boys will raise
corn in the fields with as much zest as
they will raise the devil on the city
streets that girls find more pleasure-
In presenting friends at Christmas with
flowers grown by their own than
they ever find In giving meaningless
doodads to collect dust on dressers

And scientific principles are taught
while the corn and the roses are grown
that prove every bit as absorbing as
the principles of poker taught in hay-
mows nr of elaborate hairdressing
taught in hot bedrooms

The results of the work with the chil-
dren proved to Professor Charles whnt
he long had suspected humans have a
strong instinct for nature which needs
only the chance to develop

Battle With Snout Beetles
A few years ago the farmers Jn a

certain section of Illinois were annoyed
by Insect pests that were destroying
the young corn plants They were
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snout beetles so large that one
farmer christened them ele

phant bugs They throve on poisonous
sprays they were unmolested by the
birds A flock of chickens was turned
into one field and the bugs clamped
their stout legs about the chickens
bills so tightly that they could not so
much as squawk as they flew from the
tray To Dr Forbes head of the state
laboratory of natural history located-
at the university an appeal was die
patched He sent assistants to
scene of distress who after months of
Investigation and experiment found
that the insects bred chiefly on rushes
which wore especially abundant on the
untllled lands Joining the cornfields It
was found also that while ordinary
moans of extermination did not affect
them careful and thorough cultivation
would tree the fields from the pests It

twentieth century battle with a
belligerent and determined foe and it
called for all the keenness of mind
alertness of spirit and scientific knowl-
edge that could be brought to bear

This idea of Introducing the study of
agriculture into the elementary schools
is the natural development from tho
older nature study One cannot but
notice In the nature study productions-
of Mr Charles the emphasis that ts
placed upon the practical Do not tell
the child facts them to
him Do not be content to teach prin
ciples the child exemplify
these principles by his own work

A few pictures and descriptions of
the work done at Dekalb will malts for
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Missourian Who Was Intended For the Ministry Will Preach From the Rostrum
on What Life Has Taught Him

n

Cole Younger ExBandit to Become Lecturer

YOUNGER is older than
used to be when he was

He has learned wis
with the years in the ex

ceedingly hard university of experience
where he matriculated early and
all the courses He is still a postgrad
uate student but he considers himself
sufficiently wise at last to take to the
lecture platform and preach lay ser
mons to the other students Younger
after many years of preparation has
prepared and proposes to deliver a lec-

ture wherein he will set forth and elu
cidate his own ideals of life as de
veloped through a career which has no
parallel In America or elsewhere

Thomas Coleman Younger Is the full
name of this Missouri ex bandit who
has become in the edge of his old ago
he celebrated recently his sixtysixth

safe sane and highly re-

spected citizen The world has nothing
against him except what It remembers
of his outlawry The law no longer has
Anything whatever against him He
Vas expiated by a full quarter century
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of service In the Minnesota peniten
tiary such misdeeds as he committed
during the ten years when he was the
brains of the band of bandits of whom
the late Jesse James was the daredevil
leader Cole Younger was the oldest
man in that band yet with the single
exception of Frank James the next old
ost he has outlived all of his outlaw
associates

Leaving aside all suggestions
maudlin sentiment Cole Younger Is

figure In 1903 twentyseven
years after he mounted his horse and
rode away on his last raid he

the little old town of Lees Summit
In Missouri near which place he was
born and where he g nv up He sot
tied down to live out the remnant of his
days among his remaining relatives
and his early friends all of whom were
loyal to him through thick and thin
and not one of whom ever has admitted-
or ever will admit that Bud Younger
was at any time a bad man at heart

In Lees Summit there are old fel-

lows who still call him Bud To
them he Is merely a new edition of the-
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handsomest brightest boys of the
neighborhood up to the second year of
the clvlj war when at the age of sev
enteen he Joined the troop of the Con
federate guerrilla chieftain William
Clarke QuantrHl whom William Elsey
Connelley of Topeka In QuantrHl and
the Border Wars a book just pub
lished calls the bloodiest man in our
civil war

But for the civil war It is highly
probable that instead of Cole Younger
exbandit the world now would know
the Rev Dr Thomas Coleman Younger
for In his youth he was intended for
the ministry To understand Just how
the Younger boys and the James boys
developed into outlaws one must under
stand the antebellum bellUm and post
bellum conditions existing along the
KansasMissouri border where
place during civil war days the most
desperate devilish hand to hand fight-
Ing on the entire thousand mile battle
line of that gigantic conflict

QuantrHl a renegade from Ohio as
Mr Connelley shows by conclusive evi-
dence espoused the southern cu a
merely that ha might have opportunity
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the best understanding of what Pro
fessor Charles has accomplished One
shows the boys at work in the gardens
devoted to vegetables and field crops
Records were kept of all difficulties
and how they were turned into tri-
umphs by the use of fertilizers rota-
tion of crops etc

School Flower Gardens
The school flower gardens demon

strated that the unusual and the ex
pensive in plants are by no means
necessary if one covets beauty about
him The near at hand often will yield
the beat results Transplanted wild-
flowers grew to rare beauty when

In captivity Into doing their very
best as the spray of bluebells or as it
sometimes is known Jacobs ladder
proves The children were taught the
economical value of our birds especial-
ly the commoner varieties

Our pictutY xlunvs five young screech
owls about three weeks old which will
be ready to fly In a few days The
sign upon which they are perched
originally read No Shooting on These
Grounds but n mischievous wag of a
lad noticing the little Bcreechers habit
of perching upon It went aside from
his studies In nature long enough to
dispense with the S Several young
screech owls were kept In the Dekalb
zoo for the purpose of studying their
feeding habits Observations as accu
rate as possible were made also upon
the tree birds It was found that the
screech owl Is a very useful
real economic asset in tact as be lives
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to glut his insatiate lust for human
blood Many of his followers were
young men some of them mere boys j

i who took service under his black flag
because the other side had murdered-
or outraged their close kin and they
wanted a chance to get even They
could ride hard and shoot straight
Three years tuition under Quantrill
in his saddle school of blood lust and
Pillage was calculated to give almost
any boy a cross eyed comprehension of
things In general

Four of the Younger brothers were
outlaws John was killed shortly after
the war by a PInkerton detective
John also Wiled the detective James
and Robert Younger were captured
with Cole in Minnesota shortly after
the Northfield bank robbery In which
the cashier was killed Three other j

bandits were killed and two escaped
The three Youngers were sentenced to
life Imprisonment Robert died in I

prison in 18S9 from consumption Cole j

and James were paroled after twenty
five years Incarceration without a mark
against them ic the prison deportment
books James committed suicide be
cause the state of Minnesota would not
permit him to marry a woman with
whom he had fallen In love Later
Cole received a full pardon

The other day sitting on the porch
of his home with two of his little
grandnieces upon his knees the old ex
bandit said They all love me more
than 1 deserve Then he talked about
his luruicomlng lecture There Is no
heroism in outlawry he said I dont
like to say much about the unlawful
the bandit life because it seems to me
that more may be done toward obliter-
ating the effects of past evil by appeal
ing to the better nature and by empha
sizing the Inspiring and ennobling ex
amples of those whose lives have been-
a messing and a benediction to the
world

Younger proposes in his lecture to
emphasize the thought that the real
heroes of the world are those of the
mart the street and the home that the
noblest deeds are done in silence and
obscurity and not in the passion and
thrill of battle He says we see about
us every day the Benedict Arnolds of
the home the office the bank the
store men who are traitors to lifes
higher ideals Hows that for senti-
ment from a reformed bandit What
Life Has Taught Me is the title of
his lecture and Just here we may quote
something which his brother James
Younger said to a newspaper corre-
spondent some years ago while
brothers were still in the Stillwater
penitentiary for no doubt Cole Youn
gers prison ute taught him also this
lesson

There hat not been one day hero In
which I have not put my mind to this
problem of preserving myself to enjoy
those years of freedom which I feel we

have I have put my as
tar from my thoughts as the prison has
put it from my hands I have not read
one singl story of crime I have made
patience cheerfulness Kindness the
habits of my life I have put
ness down until I have no bitterness I
have learned tha whole lesson oi self
control
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largely upon caterpillars moths beetles
and mica

A part of the work in the study of
birds done by the training school

was the taking of a bird census
of the school campus This comprised
seventy acres and counting tho nests
noting the varieties etc proved a
very valuable form of field study One
of the Interesting things found In a
field not far from the campus was a
meadow larks nest with a cowbirds
egg In It may be new to some to
know that the cowbird which is the
smallest of our blackbirds builds no
nest and has no fixed habitation

she lays by stealth In the nests
of other birds to which she delegates
the unwished for task of bringing up
her offspring The cowbird gets Its
name from Its habit of staying around
cattle pastures Often a row of them
may be seen perched upon an old cows
spine she apparently glad to get her
back scratched so little personal
effort

The Schoolroom Zoo
j A word about the which Pro-

fessor Charles established at Dekalb
Its purpose was to develop an

of animals a sympathy for
them and a realization of their value
economically In the schema of things
There were pet dogs and several pet
cats which did not regard themselves
as connected with the zoo at all but as
part of the school The animals now
are being transferred to the state uni
versity where they are received en
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The Yearn For
Old Ireland

By BOyLE O7JRIEN

Proud are we ef thy spirit proud
In that t never yet was cowed
Thaugh by despot stricken sore

green with the crimson

Struggling atili for tits free
Thftt Mt rlyt but muit

tats

the
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thuslastically by various men of scl
cues The wolf Katrina has been an
inmate of the zoo for nine years and Is
as playful as a kitten Rastus tho
coon perched on Professor Charles
shoulder also Is an old and privileged
resident zoo

Buddhism Passing Away
The flight of the dalai lama from

Lassa on the approach of the Chinese
army which has reasserted the eoveri
elgnty of China shatters the spiritual
influence and authority of one of the
worlds great pontiffs revered by 200
000000 of human beings i

The dalai lama at Lassa selected
by a strange mixture of Intrigue and i

superstition is to the Buddhists of
northeastern Asia the representative of
Buddha on earth the Incarnation of
the divine the infallible and Inspired
ruler of the spiritual forces of the

known to man From the
frozen boundaries of Siberia

from the rice fields of China and Japan
and from the tropical Islands of south
eastern Asia men save for a lifetime
to go op the arduous pilgrimage to
Lassa j

Inviolable in that city encircled by
frozen and lofty wastes he ruled alone
But his day is over First English
and then Chinese troops have driven I

him forth He fled four years ago to
Pekln Now he flees to India

Buddhism Itself is passing In China
its temples are falling to ruin and its
yellow clad priests grow fewer In
Korea its followers are turning to

cube

uni-
verse utter-
most

of the emerald sod
heroes and poets trodl

Ireland the patriot island home
Washed by the brine and the bubbling

foam
Ireland thy exiled sons today
Yearn for thy shores that are far away

IRELAND
leis

Christianity In Japan it furnishes a
ritual and service men accept and sup
port because the women still believe
In it and go to temples in which by a
mutual division of labor the men pay
the bills and the women pray

Early divided from the Tibetan cult
the Buddhism of Ceylon and Slam is
unaffected but the Buddhism which
spreads over Siberia Chinese Tartary
China Japan and a vast island world
to the south reveres the dalal lama
His going will change no local rite or
worship but It Is the beginning of the
fall and passing of a faith which for
2600 years has profoundly Influenced
the lives morals acts and religious
thoughts of hundreds of millions

Advertising In China
Consul Henry D Baker offers the

trade suggestions I was
with the possibilities of pic-

torial advertising as a means of pro-
moting American trade in China The
Chinese appear to have a fondness
amounting almost to a veneration for
pictures and foreign art especially ex
cites their attention because qf Its dif
ference to what they ore accustomed
to The people have an especial fas
cination for calendars and they never

a wen illustrated one but
always keep it In a prominent place
In supplying advertising calendars for
China some attention should be paid to
the special tastes or prejudices of the
people I was told of one American
company which had made a serious
mistake In having used pictures of a
dqg in Its advertising posters Dogs
In China are mostly distinguished as
street scavengers and are not cher
ished family pets as In the Occident
Pictorial advertising makes it easier
American manufacturers to
their trademarks and once a certain
trademark Is popularized no article ir
that particular line will be bought un
less It bears that trademark
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sons and daughters of Ireland yearn

Back to the old green sod to turn
Back to the fields our fathers still
Patiently plow and plant and till
Sack to the thatch roof cottage hornet
Yearningly turns tho heart that roams

THE THATCH ROOF COTTAGE HOSE

Irelands wrongpof it thousand years

Plead to heaven in Mood and tears

Irelands causetit can never
Tears and bloodwlll they not avail
Ireland to liberty ailll aspires
Vhl hip tuMH i hit lira

1

fail

sent

Ireland girt with her Sobbing

She has drunk to bitter lees
Pale and penury yet she stands
Facing freedom with eager hand
This the thought that inspires today
inland tun Is tf itrlfhttnlng rayS
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